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1. Introduction 

1.1 Terms of Reference 

1.1.1 This Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) Screening Report is for the A57 
Link Roads Scheme (hereafter ‘the Scheme’), which is part of a wider packed to 
upgrade the Trans-Pennine route between the Manchester and Sheffield City 
Regions, consisting of the A57, A628, and A61. The overall project and the 
Scheme are described in more detail in Section 2 below.  

1.2 Background to HRA 

1.2.1 HRA is required by Regulation 63 of the Habitats Regulations for all projects and 
plans which may have ‘likely significant effects (LSE)’ on a European Site and 
are not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the European 
Site. Regulation 84 of the Habitats Regulations states that Regulation 63 i.e. the 
assessment provisions, apply to applications for development consent under the 
Planning Act 2008. 

1.2.2 The Scheme is not directly connected with, or necessary to, the nature 
conservation management of any European sites. 

1.2.3 In line with DMRB LA115 and under UK Government policy1, a HRA shall report 
the effects of a project on Special Protection Areas (SPAs), Special Areas of 
Conservation (SACs), potential/proposed SPAs (pSPAs), possible/proposed 
SACs (pSACs), candidate SACs (cSACs), Ramsar sites (wetlands of 
international importance) and proposed Ramsar sites (pRamsar). Hereafter, all 
of the above designated nature conservation sites are collectedly referred to as 
'European Sites'. 

1.2.4 The three stages of the HRA process, in line with UK government policy2 and as 
outlined within Insert 1.1, are: 

• Stage 1 - Screening: To test whether a Scheme either alone or in 
combination with other projects is likely to have a significant effect on a 
European Site 

• Stage 2 - Appropriate Assessment (AA): To determine whether, in view of a 
European Site's conservation objectives, the Scheme (either alone or in 
combination with other projects) would have an adverse effect on the integrity 
of the site with respect to the site’s structure, function and conservation 
objectives. If adverse impacts are anticipated, potential mitigation measures to 
alleviate impacts should be proposed and assessed 

• Stage 3 – Derogation: allow exceptions: 

• Test 1 – Consider alternative solutions: Where a Scheme is assessed as 
having an adverse impact (or risk of this) on the integrity of a European Site, 
there should be an examination of alternatives (e.g. alternative locations and 
designs of development) 

 
1 NPPF 2019 Available from:  
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• Test 2 – Consider Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public Interest (IROPI): 
Assessment where no alternative solutions have been identified and where 
adverse impacts remain. In exceptional circumstance (e.g. where there are 
imperative reasons of overriding public interest), compensatory measures can 
be put in place to offset negative impacts. 

1.2.5 This statement comprises Stage 1 of the HRA process: Screening. 

1.2.6 The Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) LA 115 ‘Habitats 
Regulations Assessments’ (2020) illustrates the consequential stages that will be 
followed, with the outcomes reported using the relevant templates. With regards 
to Stage 1 (this report) and in relation to each site considered as part of the 
screening exercise, the report is required to demonstrate within the screening 
matrices that either: 

• There is an absence of LSE on the European Site(s), therefore, no further 
assessment is required; or 

• There are LSE on the European Site(s), therefore, requiring an AA. 

1.2.7 Under the Habitat Regulations, an effect is likely if: 

• It cannot be excluded, in that it is capable of having an effect, on the basis of 
objective information; and 

• it is likely to undermine the site's conservation objectives. 

1.2.8 Where screening concludes that significant effects are likely (alone or in 
combination) or that sufficient uncertainty remains, then further HRA shall be 
undertaken. 
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Insert 1.1: Flow diagram showing the generic HRA process  

Source: DMRB LA 115 Habitats Regulations assessment.  
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1.3 Habitats Regulations Assessment 

1.3.1 This HRA report is intended to ensure compliance with the Conservation of 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) (hereafter termed ‘the 
Habitats Regulations’) and to specifically provide a framework for assessment of 
the implications of the Scheme on European sites3, where such sites are 
designated for nature conservation interests (i.e. they are part of the National 
Site Network). 

1.3.2 Screening has been undertaken by the Applicant (Highways England) to 
accompany the design stages of the Scheme as it evolved, please refer to the 
Assessment of Alternatives chapter (Chapter 3) of the Environmental Statement 
(TR010034/APP/6.3) for further details. To-date, this has comprised the 
following:   

• Option Identification stage - an initial screening report (AIES) was prepared in 
January 2017  

• Option Selection stage – the AIES was developed further in August 2017  

• In April 2019 the assessment undertaken at Option Selection stage was 
updated in light of Scheme changes and additional information. 

1.3.3 The purpose of this HRA report is to provide an assessment of the Scheme now 
it is at Preliminary Design stage and seeks to determine whether, based on 
Scheme changes, the conclusions of the 2019 HRA of ‘No Likely Significant 
Effects’ as a result of the Scheme on sites listed within the National Site Network 
are still valid. 

1.4 Approach to HRA 

1.4.1 The implication of the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) judgement 
referred to as People Over Wind (Peter Sweetman v Coillte Teoranta, Case C-
323/17) is that competent authorities cannot take account of any “measures that 
are intended to avoid or reduce the harmful effects of the envisaged project on 
the site concerned”, when considering at the HRA screening stage whether the 
plan or project is likely to have an adverse effect on a European Site. The effect 
of this is that the screening stage must be undertaken on a precautionary basis 
with no regard to any proposed integrated or additional avoidance or reduction 
measures. Where the likelihood of significant effects cannot be excluded on the 
basis of objective information, the competent authority must proceed to carry out 
an Appropriate Assessment to establish whether the plan or project will affect the 
integrity of the European Site, which can include at that stage consideration of 
the effectiveness of the proposed avoidance or reduction measures. 

1.4.2 The source and relevance of any uncertainty will be explained and reported at 
each relevant stage of assessment through applying the precautionary principle. 
Recourse to the precautionary principle may be relevant when there: 

• are "potentially negative effects"; or 

 
3 Sites designated under EC Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (the Habitats 
Directive) or Directive 2009/147/EC on the Conservation of Wild Birds (the Birds Directive). Collectively, these European sites form the 
National Site Network which includes: Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), pSACs (possible SACs) and cSACs (candidate SACs), 
Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and pSPAs (potential SPAs), Sites of Community Importance (SCIs) and, as a matter of UK policy, 
Ramsar sites (wetland habitats of international importance). 
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• is "insufficiency of the data, which makes it impossible to determine with 
sufficient certainty the risk in question". 

1.4.3 Where the assessment concludes that significant effects are likely (alone or in 
combination) or that sufficient uncertainty remains, then the subsequent stages 
of the HRA will be completed for the project or plan. 
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2. The Project 

2.1 Overview of the Project 

2.1.1 The Scheme has evolved over more than 50 years as different ideas have been 
explored. It has formerly been known as the Trans-Pennine Upgrade (TPU) and 
is also referred to as the “Mottram Moor Link Road and A57 Link Road project” in 
the Government’s Roads Investment Strategy (RIS) 2015-20204. The Scheme to 
which this DCO application and ES relates is known as the A57 Link Roads 
Scheme. 

2.1.2 The Trans-Pennine route (A57(T), A628 and A616) between Manchester and 
Sheffield currently suffer from heavy congestion, creating unreliable journeys, 
which limits journey time reliability. This restricts economic growth due to the 
delays experienced by commuters and business users alike. The congestion 
also results in rat running through smaller towns and villages, as vehicles 
attempt to reduce queuing times. 

2.1.3 Much of this heavy traffic travels through local roads, which disrupts the lives of 
communities and makes it difficult and potentially unsafe for pedestrians to cross 
the roads. It is expected that these issues will only get worse with time if 
significant improvements aren’t made. Further detail on these baseline and 
future scenarios for congestion is provided within the Transport Assessment 
Report (TR010034/APP/7.4).   

2.1.4 In 2017, after a wide consultation about a number of different options, a package 
of TPU work was announced, to improve the existing route connecting the M67 
at Mottram in Longdendale to the M1, north of Sheffield. 

2.1.5 The TPU has since been split into two projects which are being delivered 
separately: 

• Upgrades to the A61 Westwood roundabout near Sheffield; packaged with the 
A628 Safety and Technology improvements, including electronic signs and 
improved closure gates 

• Creation of two new link roads at the western end of the A57/A628 route, to 
provide a dual carriageway bypass around Mottram in Longdendale  

2.1.6 The A628 Safety and Technology improvements and A61 Westwood 
Roundabout were not considered to be NSIPs. Furthermore, following a review 
of the advice provided in ‘Guidance on associated development applications for 
major infrastructure projects5’ (DCLG, April 2013), neither were they considered 
to be associated development. Consequently, these developments are already 
being delivered by the Applicant. The Westwood Roundabout improvements 
were completed in March 2021, and the Safety and Technology improvements 
works are programmed to end in June 2021.   

2.1.7 The two new link roads being delivered by this Scheme are as follows: 

• Mottram Moor Link Road – a new dual carriageway from the M67 Junction 4 
roundabout to a new junction on the A57(T) at Mottram Moor. 
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•  A57 Link Road – a new single carriageway link from the A57(T) at Mottram 
Moor to a new junction on the A57 in Woolley Bridge. 

2.1.8 Further detail about the Scheme’s history and its development is provided in the 
Assessment of alternatives chapter (Chapter 3) of the Environmental Statement 
(TR010034/APP/6.3).  

2.1.9 The Scheme is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project ("NSIP") within 
Sections 14(1)(h) and 22(1) of the Planning Act 2008 (the "Act").  Under Section 
22 an NSIP must fall within one of the three categories specified, which are 
expressly stated to be alternatives.  

2.1.10 The Scheme is construction of a highway in a case within the meaning of Section 
22(1)(a). The Scheme is wholly located in England and Highways England 
Company Ltd, being a strategic highways authority, will be the highway authority 
for the highway to be constructed as part of the Scheme.    

2.1.11 The development therefore complies with the requirements of Section 22(2) and 
22(4) of the Act. Whilst the Scheme includes some alteration and improvement 
of the existing A57, the new carriageway will follow a different alignment 
requiring construction of sections of new highway with a speed limit of 50 miles 
per hour over an area in excess of 12.5 hectares.  

2.1.12 Therefore, the Applicant is required to apply for a ‘Development Consent Order’ 
(DCO). This application has been accompanied by an Environmental Statement 
(ES) (TR010034/APP/6.3) prepared in accordance with the Infrastructure 
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (SI No. 572) 
(hereafter referred to as the ‘EIA Regulations’) and submitted to the Planning 
Inspectorate.  

2.2 The Scheme  

2.2.1 The Scheme, including the location of European sites considered as part of this 
assessment, is presented in Appendix A. The Scheme includes the following 
components: 

• A new offline bypass of 1.12 miles (1.8 km) of dual carriageway road 
connecting the junction of the M67, A57(T) and A560 to Mottram Moor 
Junction. 

• A new offline bypass of 0.81-mile (1.3 km) of single carriageway connecting 
the A57(T) Mottram Moor to the A57 Woolley Bridge. 

• Creation of two new junctions, Mottram Moor Junction and Woolley Bridge 
Junction and improvement works to the existing M67 Junction 4. 

• De-trunking, including safety from the M67 Junction 4 to Gun Inn junction, to 
be agreed with Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council (TBMC). 

• Creation of five new structures (Old Hall Farm Underpass, Mottram 
Underpass, Carr House Lane Underpass, River Etherow Bridge and Roe 
Cross Road Bridge). 

• One temporary construction compound area located close to the 
M67/A57(T)/A560 Junction. 

• De-trunking, including safety measures from the M67 Junction 4 to Mottram 
Back Moor Junction, to be agreed with Tameside MBC.  
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2.2.2 Further detail description of the Scheme is provided within Chapter 2 
(TR010034/APP/6.3). 

2.2.3 The construction programme is based on a forecast start of works in autumn 
2022, leading to the Scheme opening in spring 2025. This programme has been 
developed. The programme has been developed by a team of construction 
experts who have used past experience and industry benchmark data to both 
estimate durations and develop the logic for the programme. The construction 
activities and programme would be subject to modification during both the 
detailed design and the construction phases. The timings indicated are a best- 
estimate, based on the present situation. This section describes the provisional 
overall construction programme and the planned sequence of operations.  

2.2.4 The construction programme for the main works would have a duration of 
approximately 28 months. At substantial completion, the works would be 
completed to a sufficient standard for the Scheme to be opened to live traffic. 
Some minor works may still be required following substantial completion (e.g. 
demobilization and landscaping works), which has been considered in the 
assessment of the opening year. 

2.2.5 Associated works for temporary access, temporary lay-down, work areas and 
ancillary works will also be required. This section should be read alongside the 
Temporary Works Plans (TR010034/APP/2.8), which shows the location of the 
construction site compound, topsoil and material storage areas, structures 
worksites, construction traffic access routes, temporary road diversions, and 
temporarily footpath, footway and bridleway diversions. The compound would be 
returned to the previous land use after decommissioning, and restored to a 
condition equivalent to its original, in agreement with landowners. There would 
be an initial 5-year maintenance period for any construction defects that arise 
after commissioning and opening, as well as management of environmental 
landscaping and planting. Most impacts would occur in the construction phase 
and there would be few additional impacts during operation. The latter would be 
limited to an initial 52-week aftercare period in land restored to agriculture, during 
which time problems with settlement, compaction, surface stoniness and 
drainage will be rectified by the appointed Principal Contractor. 
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3. Methodology 

3.1 The Scheme 

3.1.1 All available information about the Scheme was gathered in order to assess 
whether the Scheme may have any LSE on European Sites. The assessment is 
limited to the construction of the Scheme as there will be no change to 
operational conditions following the works and no foreseen decommissioning to 
consider.  

3.2 HRA Guidance 

3.2.1 This report has been prepared in accordance with the DMRB LA 115 Habitats 
Regulations Assessments. In addition to the above, the additional following 
guidance documents have also been taken into consideration: 

• PINS Advice Note 10: Habitats Regulations Assessment relevant to nationally 
significant infrastructure projects, Version 8, 2017. 

• Tyldesley, D., and Chapman, C., (2013) The Habitats Regulations 
Assessment Handbook, September 2020 edition UK: DTA Publications 
Limited6.  

3.3 European Site Selection 

3.3.1 In accordance with the DMRB LA 115 Habitats Regulations Assessments, all 
European Sites where potential direct, indirect, and in-combination impacts could 
reasonably be considered possible were selected for screening. DMRB LA 115 
states that as a general guide, subject to professional judgement about potential 
effect pathways, consideration should be given to any European Site if the 
Scheme: 

• Is within 2 km of a European Site or functionally linked land7. 

• Is within 30 km of a SAC, where bats are noted as one of the qualifying 
interests. 

• Crosses or lies adjacent to, upstream or downstream of, a watercourse which 
is designated in part or wholly as a European site.  

• Has potential hydrological or hydrogeological linkage to a European site with a 
groundwater dependent terrestrial ecosystem which triggers the criteria for 
assessment of European sites in accordance with LA 1138. 

• Has an affected road network (ARN) which triggers the criteria for assessment 
of European site in accordance with LA 1059. 

 
  

7 Functionally linked land is any land outside a European site boundary that is utilised by mobile species that are a qualifying interest 
feature of the European site. The land is therefore functionally linked to the European site and importance for the maintenance of the 
species e.g. fields use for grazing by birds from a nearby SPA. 
8 DMRB LA 113 Road drainage and the water environment, March 2020. 
9 DMRB LA 105 Air Quality, November 2019. 
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3.3.2 In line with DMRB LA 115, SSSI Impact Risk Zones (IRZ) have been used to 
support this HRA screening and specifically support the assessment of likely 
significant effects on the interest features of European sites. 

3.4 Obtaining Information on European Sites with the potential 
to be affected by the Scheme 

3.4.1 Gathering the information on the European sites included in the Stage 1 
Screening involved a desk-based review of the following sources: 

• MAGIC (Multi-Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside)10 for 
information on the location of the European sites. 

• Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC)11 for data sheets and National 
Site Network Standard Data Forms. 

• Natural England12 for the citation, conservation objectives and supplementary 
advice on conservation objectives. 

3.5 Obtaining Information on Other Projects and Plans 

3.5.1 In accordance with the Habitats Regulations, there is a need to consider the 
potential for LSE of the project or plan ‘in combination’ with other projects and 
plans. Cumulative effects are more likely to occur if, when assessed alone, there 
is potentially a minor residual effect, or at AA if there was considered to be an 
LSE.  

3.5.2 Details of any project or plan that has been assessed under the Habitats 
Regulations for potential impacts on the same European Sites has been 
obtained. This was undertaken through an internet search of local authority 
websites and planning portals, and the websites of other relevant organisations 
who may act as a Competent Authority, with requests for information by email 
when necessary.  

3.5.3 A search was undertaken to identify other projects and plans that may have an 
in-combination effect with the Scheme. This included a search of local authority 
websites and planning portals.  

3.5.4 A cumulative impact assessment, which identifies other committed development, 
as required by the Environmental Statement, has been undertaken and was 
reviewed in order to identify possible projects that may have also been assessed 
under the Habitats Regulations for potential impacts on the same European 
sites. At this stage this includes a high-level list of other committed 
developments, which will be assessed in more detail in the EIA.  

3.5.5 The traffic modelling13 and associated operational air quality assessments13 
inherently assess in-combination effects based on the inclusion of relevant 
committed developments, as collated for the cumulative impact assessment. The 
transport assessment also incorporates national forecast traffic growth within 
future traffic flows. 
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3.5.6 The National Infrastructure Planning website14 was searched for information on 
other NSIPs in the same and adjoining regions (North West, Yorkshire and 
Humber and East Midlands) that may have been assessed for impacts on the 
same European sites under the Habitats Regulations.      

3.5.7 The websites of the following sources were searched for information about other 
plans and projects: 

• Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council 

• Calderdale Council 

• Derbyshire County Council 

• Derbyshire Dales District Council 

• Greater Manchester Combined Authority 

• High Peak Borough Council 

• Kirklees Council 

• Oldham Council 

• Peak District National Park Authority 

• Rochdale Borough Council 

• Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council 

• Sheffield City Council 

• Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council 

3.6 Screening for LSE of the Project ‘Alone’ and ‘In-
combination’  

3.6.1 Following the gathering of information on the European sites an assessment has 
been undertaken to predict the LSE of the scheme ‘alone’ on each European 
Site. In order to inform this process, all parts of the Scheme were assessed to 
see whether they could result in LSE on each European Site. 

3.6.2 The potential for LSE of the Scheme ‘in-combination’ with other projects and 
plans for each European Site has also been considered in this HRA. As part of 
this process HRAs that have been completed due to possible impacts on the 
European Sites included in this HRA were reviewed in order to determine 
whether there is the potential for in-combination effects. 

3.6.3 LSE is assessed by reference to the conservation objectives of the qualifying 
features (interest features) of the European Site. Any project or plan that causes 
the cited interest features of a site to fall into unfavourable condition should be 
considered to have an LSE on the site.  Furthermore, the vulnerabilities of the 
European Site (as detailed in the National Site Network Standard Data Form) 
have been taken into consideration as these indicate the sensitivities of the 
European Site and are potential pathways by which they may be affected. Stage 
1 of the HRA process does not assess effects on the integrity of each European 
Sites, this forms Stage 2 of the HRA process.  

 
14 ES Chapter 05: Air Quality (Application document TR010034/APP/6.5). 
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3.6.4 Projects or plans can adversely affect a site by: 

• Causing delays in progress towards achieving the conservation objectives of 
the site. 

• Interrupting progress towards achieving the conservation objectives of the 
site. 

• Disrupting those factors that help to maintain the favourable conditions of the 
site. 

• Interfering with the balance, distribution and density of key species that are 
the indicators of the favourable condition of the site. 

3.6.5 In the case that an in-combination assessment is required, other plans and 
projects also assessed for impacts on the same European Sites need to be 
identified. Cumulative impacts or ‘in-combination effects’ occur where two or 
more plans or projects have similar impacts on the same interest feature. 

3.7 Screening Matrices 

3.7.1 The screening assessment has been undertaken using the DMRB LA 115 
screening matrices, which are presented in full in Section 5. However, as this 
Scheme is an NSIP, the Planning Inspectorate Screening Matrices provided in 
PINS Advice note 10, have also been completed for the Scheme. These are 
provided in Appendix B.   

3.8 Consultation  

3.8.1 In line with DMRB LA 115, where screening concludes that significant effects are 
likely (alone or in combination) or that sufficient uncertainty remains then the 
opinion of the relevant Statutory Environmental Body (SEB) shall be sought. 

3.8.2 Under Regulation 63(3) of the Habitats Regulations, the statutory nature 
conservation body, in this case Natural England (NE), must be consulted as part 
of HRA. Consultation is required at AA; however, NE can be contacted for advice 
and guidance with regard to screening, if necessary.  
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4. The European Sites 

4.1 European Site Screened in for Assessment 

4.1.1 No European sites have been identified within 2 km of the Scheme footprint, 
there are no SACs designated for which bats are a qualifying feature within 30 
km15, the Scheme does not cross or lie adjacent to, upstream or downstream of, 
a watercourse which is designated in part or wholly as a European site, nor is it 
hydrologically or hydro-geologically linked to a European site with a groundwater 
dependent terrestrial ecosystem.  

4.1.2 The ARN for the air quality assessment for the operational phase of the Scheme 
has been determined in accordance with DMRB LA 105 (paragraph 2.1). The 
following traffic screening criteria have been applied based on the comparison 
between ‘with Scheme’ (Do Something (DS)) and ‘without Scheme’ (Do Minimum 
(DM)) traffic data as defined in DMRB LA 105: 

• Road alignment will change by 5 m or more; 

• Daily traffic flows (two way) will change by 1,000 annual average daily traffic 
(AADT) or more; or 

• Heavy Duty Vehicle (HDV) flows (two way) will change by 200 AADT or more; 
or 

• A change in speed band. 

4.1.3 Within the European Sites, the A57 is the only road that meets the traffic 
screening criteria. Previously, the A628 had met the traffic screening criteria as 
outlined within the Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) 
published in November 2020. However, with updated traffic modelling, the A628 
does not meet the traffic screening criteria and has been screened out (the with 
scheme traffic change on the A628 between New Road and the A6024 is +960 
AADT however east of the A6024, where the European site boundary is 
roadside, the change reduces to +846 AADT). 

4.1.4 The Scheme ARN includes sections of the A57 which pass through or are 
adjacent to the following European Sites: 

• Peak District Moors (South Pennine Moors Phase 1) SPA. 

• South Pennine Moors SAC. 

4.1.5 As “air pollution and air-borne pollutants” are included within the site 
vulnerabilities of the South Pennine Moors SAC (as outlined within Table 4.2), 
and is adjacent to a Scheme ARN link, which triggers the need for assessment of 
European sites under DMRB LA 105, this site has been screened in for 
assessment.  

4.1.6 Furthermore, the Peak District Moors SPA has been screened in, as the site is 
adjacent to a Scheme ARN link, which triggers the need for assessment of 
European sites under DMRB LA 105, and there is the potential for indirect 
impacts upon the qualifying features (due to changes in the composition of the 
habitat as a result of air pollution and air-borne pollutants). 

 
15 No SAC designated for bats were identified within 30 km of the Scheme or the ARN. 
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5.3.3 Information about the HRA of the following documents could only be found within 
Planning Inspectorate examination reports; the actual HRA documents could not 
be obtained. These documents are still included in the results table below, but 
the limited information available allow for ambiguity in the assessment: 

• Greater Manchester Joint Waste Development Plan Document  

• ES supporting the Hope Valley Capacity TWAO. 
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Appendix A. Location of European 

Designated Sites (Figure 1) 
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B.1.3 Evidence for, or against, LSE on the European Site(s) and its qualifying feature(s) is detailed within the footnotes that follow the 
screening matrices. 

B.1.4 Matrix Key: 

✓ = LSE cannot be excluded 
X = SLE can be excluded 
C = Construction 
O = Operation 
D = Decommissioning69 

 

 

 
69 As the Scheme will be operational for the foreseeable future, no assessment of LSE has been made for decommissioning and the boxes greyed out.  
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open country where suitable passerine populations are present. They are likely to be restricted locally to the extensive heather 
moorlands situated away from the affected road network. Numbers of breeding short-eared owl in any location can vary greatly from 
year to year, linked to cyclical variation in populations of voles, their principal food source. However, the species requires extensive 
open land in which to breed and is thus unlikely to breed in close proximity to existing roads. Qualifying species mortality from 
vehicular collision is not recognised as a vulnerability of the European Site and it is anticipated that such species will be habituated to 
the existing roads that are already heavily used. 

e. As the Scheme was determined not to have any construction impacts on the SPA, primarily from lack of impact pathways due to the 
distance between the Scheme and the SPA, there is no scope for in-combination effects during construction. 

f. An in-combination assessment has been undertaken to identify plans and projects that may have combined operational air quality 
effects with the Scheme. No significant in-combination effects were identified, refer to Section 5.3. 
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Appendix C. Traffic Data for ARN within the European Sites  

C.1 Extracted traffic data for the ARN within the European Sites 
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Figure C.1: Plan showing ARN Link_IDs (as referenced in extracted data above) 

 





 

 

© Crown copyright (2022). 
You may re-use this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the terms of the 
Open Government Licence. To view this licence: 
 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/  
write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 
Printed on paper from well-managed forests and other controlled sources. 
 
Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ 
National Highways Limited registered in England and Wales number 09346363 




